
Adapted from "The political system of the European Union", Simon Hix (Palgrave, 2005)

1950 1957 1968 1993 2004 1790 1870 1940 1980 2004
Regulatory policies

Movement of goods and services
Movement of capital
Movement of persons
Competition rules
Product standards
Environmental standards
Industrial health and safety standards
Labour market standards
Financial services regulation
Energy production and distribution

Expenditure policies
Agricultural price support
Regional development
Research and development
Social welfare and pensions
Public healthcare
Public education
Public transport
Public housing

Monetary and tax policies
Setting of interest rates/credit
Issue of currency
Setting of sales and excise tax levels
Setting of income tax levels

Citizen policies
Immigration and asylum
Civil rights protection
Policing and public order
Criminal justice

Foreign policies
Trade negotiations
Diplomacy and IGO membership
Economic-military assistance
Defence and war
Humanitarian and development aid

All policy decisions at state level (EU national/regional level; US state level)
Some policy decisions at central level (EU level; or US federal level)
Policy decisions at both state and central level
Most policy decisions at the central level

EU: 1950 - before any treaties; 1957 - EEC Treaty; 1968 - Merger Treaty; 1993 - Maastricht Treaty
US: 1790 - end of ratification of Constitution; 1870 - reconstruction era; 1940 - New Deal; 1980 - before Reagan

Sources:Schnitter (1996), Donohue and Pollack (2001), Alesina et al (2002).
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Allocation of policy competences in the EU and the US


